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5 0 5  W A L N U T  S T R E E T , S U IT E  1 Ci ty  Ha l l ( 7 6 3 ) 2 9 5 - 2 7 1 1

M O N T I C E L L O , M N  5 5 3 6 2   B u i ld in g  I n sp e c tio n s (7 6 3 )  2 9 5 - 3 0 6 0

Fax (7 6 3 )  2 9 5 - 4 4 0 4

Q : I f  a  n e w l y  c o n s tr u c te d  b a s e m en t  is  b ein g  u se d  fo r  o n ly  s to rag e a n d  u t i l i t ies ,  is  a n  eg res s  w in d o w

re q u ire d ?  U B C  S E C T I O N S  1 0 3 , 1 2 0 4 , 3 3 0 3

A : Y E S ,  t h e  U B C  d o e s  n o t  d i ff e r e n t ia t e  b e t w e e n  b a s e m e n t s  b e i n g  u s e d  fo r  on e  p urp os e  o r  an o th er .

S e c tio n  1 2 0 4  is  a  sp ec if ic  re q u irem en t  fo r  R  O cc u p an cie s .   S ec t io n  3 3 0 3  ( a ) h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a li z ed

b y  s o m e  b u ild in g  o ff ic ia ls  to  p ro v id e  f o r  e x c e p t io n ;  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  s e c t io n  i s  a  g en era l  req u irem en ts

a n d  is  su p e rs ed e d  b y  th e  sp e c if ic .  (S e e  U B C  S e c tio n  1 0 3 )

Q : Is  b as em en t  eg res s  w in d o w  req u ired  to  b e in sta l led  w h en  f in ish in g  an  ex is t in g  b as em en t?

A : I f  th e b as em en t  w as  p rev io u sly  an d  la w f u l l y  ( in  y o u r  b es t  jud g em en t)  co n stru cte d  as  "H ab i tab le

S p a c e "  a n d  i s  b e in g  r e m o d e l e d  o r  fi n is h e d  a n d  a  b e d r o o m  i s n o t  b e i n g  c re a te d ,  th e n  a  b a s e m e n t

e g r e s s  w in d o w  w i ll  n o t b e  r e q u i re d  t o  b e  in s t a ll e d .  H o w e v e r , i f t h e  b a s e m e n t  w a s  n o t  u s e d  a s

s to ra g e  an d  u t i l i ty  s p ac e o r  s im ilar  u se s  a n d  th e re m o d el in g  w il l  co n v ert  n o n -h ab i ta b le  s p ac e to

h a b i ta b l e , t h e n  th e  b a s e m e n t  m u s t  m e e t a l l  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  c o d e fo r  h a b ita b le  sp a c e a n d  a  b a se m e n t

e g r e s s  w ind ow  m us t  be  ins ta l l ed .   N ee dle ss  to  say ,  i f a  b ed roo m  is  n ew ly  c re a te d  a ll  p ro v is io n s  fo r

h ab i tab le  s p ac e  an d  e g re ss  m u s t a p p ly .  N O T E : S e c tio n  1 0 6  m ay  b e a p p l ied  o n ly  w i th  t h e  a p p r o v a l

of  th e  B ui ld ing  O ff ic ia l .   (R ef .  U B C  40 9 ,  U B C  C ha pte r  12 )

Q : I f  a n  e x is tin g  b a se m e n t eg res s  w in d o w  w as  law fu l ly  co n stru cte d  w ith  a  s i l l  he ig h t  o f  4 8 " w o u ld  y o u

a llo w  t h is  s il l h e i g h t  to  q u a l if y  a s  m e e ti n g  c o d e  u p o n  b a s e m e n t  re m o d e l in g  o r  a  c o n s tr u c ti o n  o f  n e w

b a se m e n t b e d ro o m ? U B C  S E C T I O N  1 0 4  ( c )

A : T h e  s il l h e i g h t  o f 4 8 "  i s  n o t c o n s i d e re d  t o  b e  " d a n g e r o u s  t o  li fe "  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  a ll o w e d  t o  re m a in

i n  p la c e .

Q : I f  a  n e w l y  c o n s tr u c te d  e g r e s s  w i n d o w  i s c o n s t ru c t e d  w ith  a  s i l l  h e ig h t  e x c ee d in g  4 4 "  m a y  a  ste p  o r

lan d in g  b e in sta l led  to  m ee t  this  req u irem en t?

A : O n  a  n e w l y  c o n s tru c te d  d w e l lin g  th is  is  a  v e ry  c o n tr o v e rs ia l in  th a t th e re  is  n o  ex c u se d  fo r  n o n -

c o m p l ia n c e .   T h e  b u i ld i n g  o f f ic i al  m u s t  u s e  ju d g e m e n t  in  t h is  c a s e .

Q : W h a t  k i n d  o f  s t ru c t u r e  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d  a s  a  " w i n d o w  w e l l"  f o r  b a s e m e n t  e g r e s s  w i n d o w s ?

A : T h e  w in d o w  m u s t b e  o p e n ab le  to  th e  fu l l  c le a r o p e n in g  o f  5 .7  s q u are  fe e t re q u ire d  a n d  th e  w i n d o w

w ell  m u s t m a in tain  th at  fu l l  c le ar  o p en in g  to  p ro v id e a  ro u te  o f  es ca p e to  o r  res cu e fro m  a p u b l ic

s t re et ,  p u b l ic  a l ley ,  ya rd  o r  ex i t  co u rt .

Q : W ha t   a re  th e  w ind ow  w el l  req u i re m en ts?  U B C  S E C T IO N  31 0 .4  -  E m erg en cy  E sca pe s

A : R eq u irem en ts  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c o d e  f o r w i n d o w  w e l ls , w h i c h  a re  r e q u ir e d  w h e n  a n  e m e r g e n c y

e sc a p e o r  res cu e w in d o w  is  in sta l led  b elo w  g rad e.   W in d o w  w ells  w i th  a  v e r ti c al  d e p th  o f  m o r e  th a n

4 4 "  m us t  be  eq u ip pe d  w i th  an  ap pro ve d  la dd er  o r  s ta i r .  T h i s p ro v is io n  d o es  n o t  req u ire  th e s ta i r  to

c o m p ly  w ith  C h a p te r 1 0 .


