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2I. Consideration of approving a special event permit for MontiArts Glow Fest 2026 on 
February 28, 2026. Applicant: MontiArts  

Prepared by: 

Parks & Recreation Director 

Meeting Date: 

2/9/2026 

 Consent Agenda Item 

 Regular Agenda Item 

Reviewed by: 

City Clerk 

Approved by: 

City Administrator 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Motion to approve a Special Event Permit for the MontiArts Glow Fest 2026, including a walking 
street closure, on February 28, 2026.  

REFERENCE AND BACKGROUND 

Now in its seventh year, the MontiArts Glow Fest has grown from a small gathering into a highly 
anticipated annual event. The initial event included community members creating handmade 
lanterns and a small parade; over the years it has evolved into a citywide celebration of light, 
art, and community.  

Each year, the festival expands with lantern-building workshops, food trucks, and increased 
participation from businesses and community organizations. The event welcomes all ages, 
featuring a glowing, community-led parade, interactive art installations, live performances, and 
gathering spaces with bonfires, music, and refreshments. 

Glow Fest 2026 will take place on February 28, 2026, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Monticello 
Community Center (MCC) and West Bridge Park. Participants will parade from the MCC down 
Walnut Street to West Bridge Park with handmade lanterns, glowing sculptures and illuminated 
outfits. Pedestrian safety will be supported by 6-8 scout volunteers assisting with street 
crossings, Wright County Sheriff reserves following the parade, and a deputy stationed at 
Broadway.  

At West Bridge Park, attendees will enjoy a Glow DJ, projection artists, a mini donut food truck, 
hot chocolate, s’mores, and a staffed campfire.  

I. Budget Impact: MontiArts received a non-match Project Grant from the Central 
Minnesota Arts Board (CMAB) for this event. 

II. Staff Workload Impact: Staff involvement includes MCC staff, MontiArts staff, and Parks 
staff assisting with setup and takedown at the park. 
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III. Comprehensive Plan Impact: The Monticello 2040 Plan emphasizes the importance of 
art programming and community events.  

STAFF RECOMMENDED ACTION  

City staff recommend approving the special event permit and the walking street closure. 

SUPPORTING DATA 

A. Application 
B. Event Map 



Clerk’s Office.  
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Saturday, February 28th, 6-9pm

Community Event

MCC, Walnut Street Parade & West Bridge Park

MontiArts (parks, Arts and Recreation)

Erica Witzmann

5050 Walnut Street

763-295-2711

Monticello Community Center and West Bridge Park

505 Walnut Street & 107 W River Street

 West Bridge Park

 Gym

 Temporary closure of Broadway by Sheriffs Department

10am-9:30PM

Temporary reducing park lights at West Bridge



–

–

X

X

X

X

       DJ at Park

 One Sherriff confirmed- 2 reservists requested



Applicant’s Signature:

Property Owner’s Signature: 
(If different than applicant

Monticello Glow Fest 2026
Now in its 7th year, the MontiArts Glow Fest has grown from a small gathering of
community members into one of the city’s most anticipated annual events. What
began with a handful of people creating handmade lanterns in the MontiArts garage
has flourished into a vibrant, city-wide celebration of light, art, and community. Each
year, the festival expands, incorporating lantern-building workshops, local food trucks,
and increased involvement from businesses and community
organizations. The event brings together people of all ages to participate in a magical
evening of creativity and connection, featuring a glowing community led parade,
interactive art installations, live performances, and warm gathering spaces with 
bonfires, music, and refreshments.
The continued success of the MontiArts Glow Fest reflects MontiArts's commitment to
fostering public art, community connection, and community engagement. As 
the event grows it not only strengthens local partnerships but also enhances the city’s

Erica Witzmann- Director MO 12/19/25






